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How wonderful that Spring is now upon us after some very cold 

temperatures and windy days. Over the winter months as is usual, activity 

at the nursery has been a little quieter.  August then brought the beginning 

of seed sowing and planting of cuttings into trays along with recording of 

seeds already in stock.  In July the nursery supplied Whitehorse Council 

with a large order of plants and currently 700 plants have now been put 

aside for the Spring Festival in October. Over winter the nursery members 

enjoyed a social evening and an excursion which are reported on in this 

issue. We also had a visit from The Growing Friends of the Royal Botanic 

Gardens, Melbourne whom some of us visited last March. In this issue 

Mark, our president, has written about an important upgrade to the 

irrigation system at the nursery.  Doug and Di showed some of the 

members around the buffer zone at the nursery which you can read about 

in this issue. 
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Nursery News 

 

With the cold winter wind and rain, it’s time to pull on the woolly 

beanie. Planting season has come with a rush. 

 

Orders that have been set aside and nurtured for some months have 

been going out the gate at a fast rate.  As a result, community plantings 

have been happening in bushland parks, local schools and 

kindergartens. More home gardeners are choosing to develop water-

wise friendly gardens.  And nature strips are also being adapted as 

roadside gardens. 

 

We pride ourselves on our quality stock, thanks to our volunteers who 

are enthusiastically embracing a whole range of old and new 

propagating techniques.  

References books and notes are consulted, phones are whipped out and clicked into ever increasing 

sources, and laptop data is constantly  available.   

 

Workshops such as those being conducted by the Combined Indigenous Nurseries Easten Suburbs Group 

(CINERG), are very well attended; the most recent on Rare and Threatened Species.  We thank those 

members who take that little extra time to attend, and share the knowledge gained.  

 

Seed sowing is in full swing.  Anne keeps the records, Lisa gently spreads Wallaby Grass seed, and 

Shane carefully places the trays in the new rat-proof cages.  
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The Saturday Team 

 

Saturday sales days are becoming increasingly popular with those people who can’t come to the nursery 

on a weekday. Tell your friends, bring the kids and dogs! 

 

 

 

 

Right:  
Peter ponders on 
choice of plant for a 
customer. 

 

 

 

Two major plantings have received huge community support with plants supplied by Bungalook.  

See a report on the Blackburn Lake Wetland . . . elsewhere in this Newsletter. 

 

National Tree Day  

Established in 1996, National Tree Day has grown into Australia's largest community tree-planting event. 

“The program is a call to action for all Australians to get their hands dirty and give back to their 

community.” 

Each year, around 300,000 people volunteer their time to engage in environmental activities that 

educate Australians about the world around them. While every day can be Tree Day, Schools Tree Day 

and National Tree Day are held on the last Friday and last Sunday in July. It's a day to venture outdoors, 

get to know your community and, most importantly, have fun. 

Wurundjeri Walk was the nearby chosen spot for 2025. 

 

Left: Council staff collecting approx. 2,000 plants from 

Bungalook for National Tree Day. 
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School visits 

Three levels of our next generation have added to the usual chatter and laughter at the nursery of late. 

A small group of 5 and 6 year olds from nearby Aurora 

kindergarten showed great interest in the plants, as well as 

trying to spot a frog in shade house frog bog. Together we 

also learnt a little of their Auslan sign language.  Such 

dedicated staff and parents!  

 

Left: 

Marion with the little 

group from Aurora. 

 

Right : 

A Welcome to Orchard 

Grove Primary School to 

Bungalook by Margaret.  

   

But it was John, just visible to the right, who really livened things up 

with his witty commentary!!    

                                                                     

With the encouragement and leadership of their environment coordinator Ellen, Orchard Grove Primary 

School children have been building up an indigenous garden with plants from Bungalook over the past 

three to four years  

Four groups of Year 3 students enthusiastically joined some of the nursery activities with our volunteers: 

some cleaning Wallaby Grass and some banging Banksia cones to release the hidden seed.   

And lastly, after researching requirements for a planting project, a group of students from Holmesglen 

Institute came to select the plants of their choice.  We look forward to continuing this project with them.   

Want to learn new skills?  Come and join 

Lisa, Ann and the Bungalook Team. 

Propagating orchids and preparing Banksia 

cuttings.  

Orchid photos by Lisa.         
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Bungalook Social Evening 
 

This was held on Saturday June 14th and organised by Christine Tanner and myself with help from Brian 

and Shane in the setting up.  (A big thank you to Christine and Brian who put up the fairy lights and also 

collected the hay bales and barbecues and then took them back). Late afternoon and the nursery outdoor 

area was transformed with fairy lights that twinkled as night came, hay bales with blankets around a firepit 

(thanks, Linda and Dennis, also for providing wood) and tea lights dotted around the place.  About 24 

volunteers came and enjoyed catching up in the convivial atmosphere. 

Everyone brought their own barbecue food and cooked for themselves, whilst salads were kindly provided 

by Anne Osman, Amanda and myself.  Christine did a shop at Costco and provided bread rolls, chips and 

sundries using nursery funds. People also brought their own favourite tipple plus hot drinks in thermos 

flasks.   

Another highlight was dessert. Christine bought from Costco the largest chocolate mud cake I have ever 

seen which, together with cupcakes she had made, a cheese plate from Amanda and sticky date slice from 

me, provided a very sweet finish to the evening.   Christine and Brian had also collected suggestions of 

songs from everyone attending from which Brian created a playlist so there was even some dancing going 

on at one point. 

The weather was kind in that it was cold but with little wind and NO rain. The firepit provided heat and 

was a great focal point for conversation and laughter. 

Christine and I will keep you posted regarding a repeat event next winter! 

Louise Williams 
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Visit from the Growing Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens, 

Melbourne 
 

On Wednesday 16th July, five members of the Growing Friends of The Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne 

visited the nursery.   A few of us had visited them in March so this was to reciprocate their hospitality and 

to enable us to show them our site and growing processes as well as share information. 

They were very interested in many aspects of our nursery, in particular, the irrigation system, the heat 

beds, the igloo, the rat resistant cages and our water plants. 

One main difference between the Royal Botanic Gardens nursery and ours is that although they do sell to 

the public there is little opportunity for community involvement apart from being a volunteer there.  Our 

nursery has plenty of opportunities to participate in our community, for example, the Whitehorse Spring 

Festival and stalls at community centres, plus relationships with other parks and bushland in the City of 

Whitehorse. The Growing Friends have to be mindful of layers of bureaucracy in terms of accessing funds 

whereas we have close relationships with Rotary clubs and Whitehorse Council. Another difference of 

course is that the Growing Friends propagate seeds from within the Botanic Gardens so their plants are 

mainly exotic rather than native to the city of Melbourne or to Victoria. 

We had a splendid morning tea with lots of cake, conversation and compliments about the nursery. 

The Growing Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne are having a Spring Sale on Saturday 18th 

and Sunday 19th October which from experience is worth a trip into the city. 

Louise Williams     
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Excursion to Blackburn Lake & Revegetation Update 
 

On a beautiful winter’s morning about 12 volunteers from Bungalook Nursery met at the visitor’s centre 

at Blackburn Lake Sanctuary for a guided walk. 

Tony Slater was our guide and he began with a history of the lake.  Before white settlement, the area was 

covered with different eucalypts and abundant flora and fauna.  In the 1880s the railway came to Blackburn 

and people began to clear the land for orchards and flower farms.  The lake was constructed to provide a 

permanent water supply for the fruit and flowers which could now be easily transported to Melbourne 

markets by train.  In the early 1900s the Adult Deaf Society built a residence on what is now the lawn and 

playground area near the visitor’s centre. The residents cultivated flowers to be sold at market. In certain 

light you can still see the footprint of the homestead that was demolished in 1972.  The playground is 

sympathetic to the surrounding bush and the wildlife of the sanctuary, for example, the giant turtle and 

the climbing frame from which children can look for birds in the trees.  There is also a very interesting sun 

dial. You stand on a tile for the current month and your shadow shows you the time from the numbers 

built into the curved wall in front of you.  It’s worth a look next time you are at Blackburn Lake Sanctuary. 

From this area we walked towards the lake, noting various trees and birds along the way.  There are 

approximately 90 different species of birds on the lake.   We also were able to spot a tawny frogmouth 

high up in a tree above us! We had a good look at the area of wetland that is being revegetated using 

plants from our nursery which was both gratifying and interesting. 

The walk took us about 40 minutes as we frequently stopped and had questions and discussions about 

what we saw.  We then crossed Central Road and had a lovely morning tea/brunch at Miss Lucy’s Café with 

lots of lively chat and laughter.   

Thanks to Tony for being such an interesting guide and I’m sure everyone learnt something new from our 

walk. 

Louise Williams 
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National Tree Planting Day 
 

It was National Tree Planting Day on Sunday July 27th.  Whitehorse Council invited people interested in 

helping plant trees and other plants at Wurundjeri Walk in Blackburn South, (behind Bungalook Nursery 

and Orchard Grove Primary School). 

There was a great turnout including many children with their families.  The planting was well supervised 

by council workers and clear instructions given about how to plant the plants. It was rather a wet and 

muddy process however the results are impressive and great for our local environment. 

Louise Williams  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tessa and the many helpers 
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This Habitat is More Diverse – Native Grasses 
 

If you have ever pulled over onto a grassy roadside shoulder to change a tyre or take a phone call in 
western Victoria, you might have driven over some of the state’s rarest and most ancient habitat. 

 
Glenelg Hopkins Catchment Management Authority senior biodiversity officer Aggie Stevenson at a native grassland 
near Hamilton. CREDIT:NICOLE CLEARY 

Have a read of this interesting article about our native grasslands by clicking on the link below: 

https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/this-habitat-is-more-diverse-than-a-rainforest-yet-people-

drive-over-it-20250625-p5ma98.html 

 

A Weird Group of Boronias 
 

Boronias, known for their showy flowers and strong scent, are a quintessential part of the Australian bush. 
They led First Nations People to the best water sources and inspired Australian children’s author and 
illustrator May Gibbs to pen one of her earliest books, Boronia Babies. 

But a weird group of boronias has puzzled botanists for decades. They have closed flowers that thwart 
most insect visitors and are found in the biodiversity hotspot of Western Australia’s South West. Those 
insects that do gain entry may encounter alternating sterile and fertile anthers (the male part that 
produces pollen) and sometimes, an enlarged stigma (the female part that receives pollen). 

This is a fascinating scientific / botanical study so click on the link below to read the full article: 

 

https://theconversation.com/a-weird-group-of-boronias-puzzled-botanists-for-decades-now-weve-

solved-the-pollination-mystery-258393 
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A Walk Around The Buffer Area of Bungalook Nursery 
 
On a cold, windy day in August, Doug and Di took a few of us on a walk around the Buffer Area to show us 
some of the recent plantings. 
Doug showed us a lovely specimen of Acacia aculeatissima which has pretty yellow wattle flowers.  A well- 
established Acacia pycnantha was also flowering.  It also had some large round brown growths which are 
actually remains of a nest made by a type of gall wasp. 
Another recent planting was Cassinia longifolia.  Doug showed us a mass of Dianella tasmanica that had 
self-seeded from just a couple of plants he had put in last year.  There were also three Banksia spinulosa 
shrubs and a Hakea decurrens in full flower.   Other plants of note were Pomaderris racemosa, Olearia and 
Acacia mucronate. 
So, take a few minutes to walk around our buffer area to see these plants for yourself.  Each plant is clearly 
labelled with both the botanical and common names. 
 
Louise Williams 
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The Irrigation System Upgrade 
 

The nursery now has a new watering system.  The previous system had served the nursery well for many 

years, but lacked the sophisticated controls and remote-control access provided these days.  

The change enabled the nursery to move from seven lines to 12 lines, 

essentially one line per production bench each of which can be 

individually adjusted for running time, the number of running times a 

day and duration.  

Importantly this can be done with a smartphone, even from home. Yet 

to be trialled is allowing the system to increase or reduce watering 

dependent on the weather. Each line has sections that can be turned 

off, saving water when appropriate and an extension to each line to 

water the mother stock /display stock at ends of some benches. 

Smart Water of Vermont very efficiently undertook the work. 

Whitehorse City Council under its 2024 Community Grants provided 

support which went some way towards covering the total cost. 

Adoption of the technology was very willingly taken up by a number of volunteers. The new system will 

better ensure control over the growing conditions for the tube and pot stock, enable the nursery to be 

more efficient and most importantly produce better seedlings for the customers. 

Mark Anderson 
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Around the Parks 
Blackburn Lake Sanctuary - Regenerate the Wetland Project  

Blackburn Lake Sanctuary is well into the 2nd year of the 3-year Wetland Regeneration project. This project 

is supported by the Victorian Government through the Department of Energy, Environment and Climate 

Action’s Green Links program.  

Over the past year many volunteers have worked with the Advisory Committee and the project has been 

supported by Whitehorse Council Parks and Natural Environment team, to prepare the wetland area for 

the planned planting of over 4,000 indigenous plants. As a partner in this project Bungalook volunteers 

have propagated the plants most suitable for the wetland habitat and many have already been planted. 

There are 2 more planting opportunities for 2025 and will be more in 2026. If you would like to help, the 

team would love to have you come along. Or wander by the wetland area to see for yourself the great job 

so far. Or join us for morning tea following the working bee. 

Working bee dates for the rest of 2025 are:  

Saturday 20th September 9.30 – 11.30am. meeting at the Visitor Centre and morning tea afterwards. 

Saturday 4th October 9.30 – 11.30am join us for morning tea afterwards.  

Thursday 20th November twilight working bee 6 - 8pm followed by a shared supper. 

Enquiries can be made to Tony Slater tonyslater3@bigpond.com 

Blackburn and District Tree Preservation Society (BDTPS) 

You are cordially invited to the AGM of the BDTPS being held 2pm on Saturday 11th October at the 

Blackburn Lake Sanctuary Visitor Centre in Central Road Blackburn. (enter from the car park).  

After the short formal part of the meeting has concluded, there will be a presentation by our guest speaker 

Dr Greg Moore followed by afternoon tea. 

His presentation will be ‘Urban trees: undervalued but vital as climate changes.’ 

As the state government sleep walks into climate change, removal of urban trees and diminishing canopy 

cover will have a profound effect on how cities cope with warmer temperatures. Human health will decline; 

heatwave deaths will rise, and the liveability of cities will reduce as will the well-being of those who live in 

them. 

Dr Greg Moore OAM is chair of the National Trust of Victoria's Register of Significant Trees committee and 

a senior research associate at University of Melbourne, (Ecosystem and Forest Sciences), Burnley Campus. 

He has been a major speaker at conferences in Australia and overseas and is a regular on Melbourne radio, 
particularly with ABC 774 and 3AW. 
 
 

              http://blackburnlakesanctuary.org/ 

Links for a selection of other park groups. 
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For information about Yarran Dheran or details about events, Visit their website at 

https://yarrandherannaturereserve.wordpress.com/ or on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/YarranDheran 

Heatherdale Creek Parklands 

https://www.facebook.com/HeatherdaleCreekPAC 

Cootamundra Walk Friends 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/CootamundraWalkFriends 

Blackburn Creeklands 

BlackburnCreeklands@gmail.com or visit: https://blackburncreeklands.wordpress.com/ 

Friends of Wurundjeri Walk 

friendsofwurundjeriwalk@gmail.com 

 
Next Committee Meeting: 

24th September 2025 to be followed by the Annual General Meeting 

Bungalook Nursery Newsletter September 2025 edition: 94 

We are seeking articles for each edition of the newsletter. Please submit items for the next newsletter by 
22nd November 2025. Submit to wcipp@yahoo.com.au marked for the attention of the newsletter 
editors. 

 
Bungalook Nursery Newsletter editors:  

Louise Williams and Anne Osman 

WCIPP Inc recognises the Wurundjeri people as the traditional custodians of the land on which the 
nursery is located. 
 

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the contributors and not necessarily 

those of the Nursery. 

Newsletter of the Whitehorse Community Indigenous Plant Project Inc. 

INC No. AOO38536X  ABN No. 93 430 138 344   

107 Fulton Road, Blackburn South, 3130. 

 


